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Good afternoon, Senator McCrory, Representative Currey, Senator Berthel, Representative 
McCarty, and members of the Education Committee. 
 
I testify today in support of House Bill 6884. This bill takes important steps toward addressing 
the educator shortage in Connecticut, showing educators that theirs is a respected profession, 
and ensuring that our classrooms and schools can provide the best possible education for our 
students. 
 
Teachers who worked through the Covid years went well above and beyond the regular 
demanding job we do every day. We became counselors, nurses, custodians, computer 
specialists and therapists. We planned, strategized and taught lessons while learning how to 
work with technology we had never been trained to use. We worked well beyond our normal 
daily school hours in order to help our students and their parents in any way we could. Above 
all, we tried to keep an eye on the mental health of our students often through a computer 
screen.  This was exhausting work, but we did it because it needed to be done. Enhancing the 
pension benefit that teachers will receive would go a long way towards showing that this 
tremendous effort was understood and appreciated. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.



 


